Introduction to commutative algebra and algebraic geometry E. Kunz, Birkhäuser (Boston), 1989, 238 pp. by Rota, Gian-Carlo
BOOK REVIEWS 149 
of late (all those promises made in the Zurich triple book that are yet to be kept!); but 
“general” categories have become a little suspect, and unwieldy to boot. On the other hand, 
general lattices have come back with a vengeance in combinatorics, computer science, and 
logic; in other words in the mainstream mathematics of today. This book shows the richness 
of the interaction between the notion of order and the notion of group, still going strong after 
over fifty years. 
E. KUNZ, Introduction to Commutatice Aigehra and Algebraic Geometry. Birkhluser 
(Boston), 1989, 238 pp. 
Outrageous as it may sound, this is the first really introductory book written about the 
“new” algebraic geometry of the sixties. At last something that we can give our students 
without cautionary words, and where we ourselves can learn basic concepts that cut across 
the party lines of mathematics. 
ALLAN BLOOM, The Closing of the American Mind, Simon & Schuster, 1987, 392 pp. 
This is a book that makes you feel you ought to feel either for or against it. Actually, the 
civilized thing to do-what, to the best of this reviewer’s knowledge, no reviewer has 
undertaken-is to pick the book apart, and to classify each of the theses it presents by its own 
merits. Our own opinion is that about half of what it says makes a lot of sense, and the other 
half is dangerously off the mark. But our tendency towards blanket acceptance or condemna- 
tion is so strong that probably no one will ever undertake the painstaking job of telling the 
wheat from the chaff. 
GIAN-CARLO ROTA 
Editor 
